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PRESS RELEASE

Facing a huge backlog of cases for a long time, certain steps have been taken
by the Islamabad High Court to reduce the backlog of cases, especially the old cases. In this
regard, a revised policy for fixation of cases was approved vide circular No.31/Reg./THC
dated 06-02-2023 for expeditious disposal of cases. As per the said policy, older cases have
been categorized into Oldest Category up to the year, 2010, Older Category (2011-2015) and
Old Category (2016-2017). Since the implementation of this policy, 2026 cases from these
categories have been disposed of over the past one year and five months, significantly
reducing the backlog. Currently, 1351 cases filed up to 2017 remain pending adjudication
before the Hon’ble Benches of this Court.

02.  In addition to the fixation policy for reducing the backlog of old cases, another effort
to reduce the pendency of revenue matters was made by constituting a Special Division
Bench specifically for hearing of tax cases.

03.  Further, the Islamabad High Court remains committed to enhance service delivery for
litigants. Several proactive measures have been implemented to achieve this goal, including
the digitization and automation of the Islamabad High Court. A complete case record has
been digitized. Numerous public facilitation services have been provided, which can be
accessed by lawyers and litigants from the comfort of their own spaces, such as: -

e Official Website featuring
o Interim Order/Judgments
Reports/ Comments
Case Status
Cause lists
Copy Status
Case Law Management System
o Lawyer’s Calendar
e E- Court Facility
o Enabling lawyers and litigants to participate in court proceedings from

o O O O O

various locations reduces travel time and costs.
e Electronic Communication Methods
o SMS
o Email
o WhatsApp
e General Public Services
o KIOSK Machine (Installed at the Public Information Desk of IHC)
o Online Court proceedings
o Identity Section
o Public Information Desk

04. New specialized branches such as the Motion Branch, Implementation Branch, and
Identity Section have been established to expedite the processing of motion cases and to
ensure timely service of notices and compliance with Court orders, respectively. The
introduction of biometric verification in the Identity Section aims to streamline case
institution processes while deterring false and frivolous litigation through imposition of
costs.
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